Thanksgiving Day Proclamation
George Washington

The President of the United States of America
1789
The American practice of giving yearly thanks to God
for his blessings originates from the earliest days of the
republic. Though the practice was not consistent at
the national level until the time of Abraham Lincoln,
the states (and the colonies before them) have had an
unbroken tradition of setting aside a special day for a
communal feast. In addition to the Proclamation of
Washington, other examples are reprinted here.
Whereas it is the duty of all Nations to acknowledge the providence of almighty God, to obey his will,
to be grateful for his benefits, and humbly to implore
his protection and favor—and Whereas both Houses
of Congress have by their joint Committee requested me “to recommend to the People of the United
States a day of public thanksgiving and prayer to be
observed by acknowledging with grateful hearts the
many signal favors of Almighty God, especially by affording them an opportunity peaceably to establish a
form of government for their safety and happiness.”

Readings in American Deism
Now therefore I do recommend and assign Thursday the 26th day of November next to be devoted by
the People of these States to the service of that great
and glorious Being, who is the beneficent Author of
all the good that was, that is, or that will be—That we
may then all unite in rendering unto him our sincere
and humble thanks—for his kind care and protection
of the People of this country previous to their becoming a Nation — for the signal and manifold mercies,
and the favorable interpositions of his providence,
which we experienced in the course and conclusion
of the late war—for the great degree of tranquillity,
union, and plenty, which we have since enjoyed – for
the peaceable and rational manner in which we have
been enabled to establish constitutions of government for our safety and happiness, and particularly
the national One now lately instituted, for the civil
and religious liberty with which we are blessed, and
the means we have of acquiring and diffusing useful
knowledge; and in general for all the great and various favors which he hath been pleased to confer upon
us.
And also that we may then unite in most humbly
offering our prayers and supplications to the great
Lord and Ruler of Nations and beseech him to pardon
our national and other transgressions—to enable us
all, whether in public or private stations, to perform
our several and relative duties properly and punctually—to render our national government a blessing
to all the People, by constantly being a government
of wise, just, and constitutional laws, discreetly and
faithfully executed and obeyed—to protect and guide
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all Sovereigns and Nations (especially such as have
shewn kindness unto us) and to bless them with good
government, peace, and concord—To promote the
knowledge and practice of true religion and virtue,
and the increase of science among them and Us—and
generally to grant unto all mankind such a degree of
temporal prosperity as he alone knows to be best.
Given under my hand at the City of New York the
third day of October in the year of our Lord 1789.

Thanksgiving Day Proclamation
James Madison

The President of the United States of America
1815
The Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States have by a joint resolution signified
their desire that a day may be recommended to be
observed by the people of the United States with
religious solemnity as a day of thanksgiving and of
devout acknowledgments to Almighty God for His
great goodness manifested in restoring to them the
blessing of peace.
No people ought to feel greater obligations to celebrate the goodness of the Great Disposer of Events
of the Destiny of Nations than the people of the United States. His kind providence originally conducted
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them to one of the best portions of the dwelling place
allotted for the great family of the human race. He
protected and cherished them under all the difficulties and trials to which they were exposed in their
early days. Under His fostering care their habits, their
sentiments, and their pursuits prepared them for a
transition in due time to a state of independence and
self-government. In the arduous struggle by which
it was attained they were distinguished by multiplied tokens of His benign interposition. During the
interval which succeeded He reared them into the
strength and endowed them with the resources which
have enabled them to assert their national rights, and
to enhance their national character in another arduous conflict, which is now so happily terminated
by a peace and reconciliation with those who have
been our enemies. And to the same Divine Author of
Every Good and Perfect Gift we are indebted for all
those privileges and advantages, religious as well as
civil, which are so richly enjoyed in this favored land.
It is for blessings such as these, and more especially for the restoration of the blessing of peace, that
I now recommend that the second Thursday in April
next be set apart as a day on which the people of every religious denomination may in their solemn assembles unite their hearts and their voices in a freewill offering to their Heavenly Benefactor of their
homage of thanksgiving and of their songs of praise.
Given at the city of Washington on the 4th day
of March, A.D. 1815, and of the Independence of the
United States the thirty-ninth.
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Thanksgiving Day Proclamation
Abraham Lincoln

The President of the United States of America
1863
The year that is drawing toward its close has been
filled with the blessings of fruitful fields and healthful skies. To these bounties, which are so constantly
enjoyed that we are prone to forget the source from
which they come, others have been added which are
of so extraordinary a nature that they can not fail to
penetrate and soften even the heart which is habitually insensible to the ever-watchful providence of Almighty God.
In the midst of a civil war of unequaled magnitude and severity, which has sometimes seemed to
foreign states to invite and to provoke their aggression, peace has been preserved with all nations, order
has been maintained, the laws have been respected
and obeyed, and harmony has prevailed everywhere,
except in the theater of military conflict, while that
theater has been greatly contracted by the advancing
armies and navies of the Union. Needful diversions
of wealth and of strength from the fields of peaceful
industry to the national defense have not arrested the
plow, the shuttle, or the ship; the ax has enlarged the
borders of our settlements, and the mines, as well of
iron and coal as of the precious metals, have yielded
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even more abundantly than heretofore. Population
has steadily increased notwithstanding the waste that
has been made in the camp, the siege, and the battlefield, and the country, rejoicing in the consciousness of augmented strength and vigor, is permitted
to expect continuance of years with large increase of
freedom.
No human counsel hath devised nor hath any
mortal hand worked out these great things. They are
the gracious gifts of the Most High God, who, while
dealing with us in anger for our sins, hath nevertheless remembered mercy.
It has seemed to me fit and proper that they
should be solemnly, reverently, and gratefully acknowledged, as with one heart and one voice, by the
whole American people. I do therefore invite my fellow-citizens in every part of the United States, and
also those who are at sea and those who are sojourning in foreign lands, to set apart and observe the last
Thursday of November next as a day of thanksgiving
and praise to our beneficent Father who dwelleth in
the heavens. And I recommend to them that while
offering up the ascriptions justly due to Him for such
singular deliverances and blessings they do also, with
humble penitence for our national perverseness and
disobedience, commend to His tender care all those
who have become widows, orphans, mourners, or
sufferers in the lamentable civil strife in which we are
unavoidably engaged, and fervently implore the interposition of the Almighty hand to heal the wounds
of the nation and to restore if, as soon as may be con382
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sistent with the divine purpose, to the full enjoyment
of peace, harmony, tranquillity, and union.
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my
hand and caused the seal of the United States to be
affixed.
Done at the city of Washington, this 3d day of
October A.D. 1863, and of the Independence of the
United States the eighty-eighth.

Thanksgiving Day Proclamation
Franklin Roosevelt

The President of the United States of America
1940
I, Franlin D. Roosevelt, President of the United
States of America, do hereby designate Thursday, the
twenty-first day of November 1940, to be observed
nationally as a day of thanksgiving.
In a year which has seen calamity and sorrow fall
upon many peoples elsewhere in the world may we
give thanks for our preservation.
On the same day, in the same hour, let us pray:
Almighty God, who hast given us this good land
for our heritage; We humbly beseech Thee that we
may always prove ourselves a people mindful of Thy
favor and glad to do Thy will. Bless our land with hon383
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ourable industry, sound learning, and pure manners.
Save us from violence, discord, and confusion; from
pride and arrogancy, and from every evil way. Defend our liberties, and fashion into one united people
the multitudes brought hither out of many kindreds
and tongues. Endue with the spirit of wisdom those
to whom in Thy Name we entrust the authority of
government, that there may be justice and peace at
home, and that, through obedience to Thy law, we
may show forth Thy praise among the nations of the
earth. In the time of prosperity, fill our hearts with
thankfulness, and in the day of trouble, suffer not our
trust in Thee to fail; Amen.
In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand
and caused the seal of the United States of America
to be affixed.
Done at the City of Washington this 9th day of
November, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and forty, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the one hundred and sixty-fifth.
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